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Evaluation, comments, recommendations:

The thesis is well-structured and written. The methodology is clear and the student acknowledges its
limitations in an honest and precautious fashion. The topic is highly relevant. Defence and security are
not only priorities to reconsider in Europe but also in a country like Japan where, like in Europe, the
postwar period is bitterly over. The Japanese case puts the most pressing contemporary challenges in
Europe in an original perspective: the postwar mentality (‘never again’), the Russian neighbour and
the emergence of China as a superpower are challenges shared by distant allies within the Global West.
A better understanding of the Japanese case allows renewed reflection on the European situation.
The Indo-Pacific is the heart of global geopolitics. It is crucial to raise awareness about this distant yet
immense area in European countries that lack historical experiences in the Indo-Pacific. Distance is a
more than relative notion in the age of globalization and digitalization. The student could have
strengthened her exploration with the use of a map to provide the reader with a sense of scale and
show that Japan’s interests go well beyond the country’s direct neighbourhood.

The combination of game theory and interviews with experts is well-balanced. The student does not
loose sight of geopolitical realities through the use of game theory. However, the historical background
would have deserved an additional paragraph or two: the adjective ‘historical’ is used for the postwar
period, i.e., the medium-term background of the unfolding events. The student acknowledges her
limited access to Japanese literature yet could have had a look at longer-term processes and better
locate the short couple of decades we call, in Japan and Europe, the ‘postwar period.” | am sure the
student will provide the required additional information during her defence.

Questions for the author (relevant to the content of the Thesis):



1. What lessons can Europe learn from the Japanese case and dilemma regarding the return of
geopolitics?

2. How would you describe the global importance of the Indo-Pacific region?

3. Who might be most worried about Japanese (re)militarization? Who appreciates this process?
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